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Imperialism he correctly defined as " appealing
to the vanity of weak minds." If patriotism
was the love of one's own country, imperialism
might be defined as " love of other people's
countries." With it went always militarism;
that meant war, and, whoever gained by war,
the working class was bound to lose. War not
only distracted attention from social reform,
but destroyed the desire for it by changing the
current of men's thoughts. The voice of reason
was always drowned in the clamour of war.
This application of cold, hard common sense
to the fevered minds of " a poor bewildered
people duped into believing there was a real
cause for war " caused fury to break out wherever
Hardie appeared in public. He was not sur-
prised ; he was not intimidated. He knew by
now the nature of the mob.
" When the business patriots, to whom war
means money, cheer, the British working man
cheers also : as they vote, he votes : the opinions
of their newspapers are his opinions. Labour
has no interest of its own, no opinion of its
own, no voice oY its own. The working man
is a negligible quantity; he is content to be
flattered and cajoled."
A Liberal peer-politician said, " We must all
stop thinking till the war is over." Keir Hardie
was unpopular because he would not, could not,
stop thinking. He thought the harder. Every-
one can now see he came to sound conclusions.